August 1, 1955

Dear Dr. Sterne:
Than} you for your letter and for your reprint. I was
interested primarily in the genetic mechanism by which the
attemuated strains originate, rather than the lmplications for
the mechanism of virulence. Unfortunately, this aspect has scareely
been touched in any work of which I am aware.
The péssibility of genetic enalysis in Jmx anthrax may not be
hopeless— have you noticed the paper by Brom et al. in the May issue
of Journal of Bactericlogy? Your concern for technique prampts me to
try to stimilate your intesset in this story, which has certaln technical
shortcomings, but doubtless a cors of fact. Could you be induced to look
into this matter yourself? The point is that, while motility has bsen
studied, no other genetic factor has been, and there may prove to be a general
mechaniasm of transduction of traits from ons strain to another, as there is
in Salmonella, I know that these authors have been obliged to terminate
thelr studies, and for hyglenic and other reasdns, 4 am not eager to work
with the arganism on a large scale in my omn laboratory. At any rate, I would
welcoms your own comment on the paper.

Yonrs sincarely
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